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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following claim set replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (currently amended) A powder paint composition comprising at least: 

(a) a thermosetting poiyrner having functional groups capable of reacting with 
S-hydroxyalkylamide units 

(b) a compound comprising S-hydroxyalkylamide units and 

(c) a deceleration agent , capoblo of which reversibly blocks block i ng the 
functional groups of polymer (a) by forming a reversible bond with the 
functional groups of polymer (a) in the form of a hydrogen bridge, an ionic 
bond or a salt complex such that the curing reaction is slowed , wherein 

The deceleration agent is present in an amount sufficient to block at least 9 % of 
the total amount of functional groups of polymer (a). 

2. (currently amended) A powder paint composition according to Claim 1 , wherein 
charaotoriood i n that t he polymer (a) is a carboxylic acid functional polymer or an 
anhydride functional polymer. 

3. (currently amended) A powder paint composition according to Claim 1 . wherein 
charactoriood i n that t he deceleration agent (c) is a compound according to 
formula (ill) and/or (IV) : 

yr^r2r3 m^m 

or 

(YR^R^R^R'')^X- (IV) 

wherein; 

Yis NorP, 

R^ , R^, R^ or R'* are independently of each othe r, subst ituted o r 

unoubctrtutod cartjon chains with 1-50 catton atoms in the main 
chain and 
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X' is halide. 

(currently amended) A powder paint composition according to Claim 3 , wherein 
€teira ct orio od in that the deceleration agent (c) is a compound according to 

formula (III). 

(currently amended) A powder paint composition according to Claim 3 , wherein 
charactor i cod in that Y is N. 

(currently amended) A powder paint composition according to Claim 3 , wherein 
charactcri o od in that R\ R^, and R'* are unsubstituted carbon chains. 

(currently amended) A powder paint composition according to Claim 1 , wherein 
ch ara ct ori c od in that the deceleration agent is ooty i d i mothy l amino, 
octvldimethvlamine. decyldimethylamine, dodecyldimethylamine, 
tetradecyldimethylamine, h o xadooyd i mothyiam i no, hexadecvldimethvlamine. 

hoxadooyidimothvlamino (hvdroqenated tallow alkvO-dimethvlamrne and/or 
hexadecvldimethvlamine . 

(currently amended) A process for the preparation of a precursor powder paint 
composition according to Claim 1 comprising at least the steps of: 

a) producing [[a]] the polymer (a) having functional groups capable of 
reacting with B-hydroxyalkylamide units at the processing temperature Tp; 

b) adding [[a]] the deceleration agent (c) to the polymer {a} at temperature 
Ta, wherein Ta is equal to or lower than Tp but higher than the Tg or Tm 
of the polymer, in an amount sufficient to block at least 9% of the 
functional groups of the polymer (a) capable of reacting with S- 
hydroxyalkylamide units. 

(original) A process according to Claim 8, wherein the deceleration agent is 
added before the polymer is cooled down to below its Tg or Tm. 
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10. (currently amended) A method of decelerating the reaction between functional 
groups of a thermosetting poivmer and &-hvdroxvalkvlamide units of a S- 
hvdroxvalkvlamide compound, the method comprising adding to the 
thermosetting poivmer an effective amount of a reaction deceleration agent 
comprised of Tho uco of a tertiary compound according to formula {III) and/or 
(!V): 

YR^R2r3 ((III)) 
or 

(YR^R2R^R^)-'X- (IV) 

wherein: 

Y is N or P 

R\ R^, R^ or R'* are independently of each other, substituted or 

unsubstituted carbon chains with 1-50 carbon atoms in the main 
chain and 

X" is halide. 

ao a doo olo rat i on agont in a powdor pa i nt compooition compr ioi ng a 



1 1 . (previously presented) A process for curing a powder paint composition on a 

substrate comprising applying the powder paint composition according to Claim 1 
onto a substrate and then curing the powder paint composition. 
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